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Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center. He 
was elected to his first term as sheriff in 2000. 

1979 to 2005. That’s 26 years of public 
service. As Sheriff Samuels was only 42 years 
old at his death, it means he spent over half 
of his life serving the citizens of Greenwood 
County. 

As his friend, John Lehnherr said, ‘‘Matt 
lived to be a sheriff, and he died being a sher-
iff.’’ 

Hundreds of law enforcement officers from 
across Kansas turned out on Sunday, January 
23, for Sheriff Samuels’s funeral. The service 
was held in the local junior-senior high school 
gymnasium, and it was standing room only—
plus an additional packed room, where the 
crowd watched the service on television. 

It was fitting that Sheriff Samuels’s casket 
traveled its route from the memorial service to 
his final resting place in a white pickup truck 
owned by the sheriff’s department. The motor-
cade following that white truck included gov-
ernment and law enforcement vehicles of all 
kinds, from all over the area. It took half an 
hour for the entire procession to pass by. 

People like Matt Samuels put on their uni-
forms every day, and go out to try and make 
their communities better and safer. They 
know, whenever they wear their badges, that 
they may face danger. But they take that risk. 
For us. For our children and our families. For 
all of us. 

Matt Samuels made the ultimate sacrifice. 
At first glance, it seems unfair that Matt met 
his end while delivering warrants. After all, he 
was just doing his job. Who knew that gunfire 
would erupt and a daylong standoff would 
ensue? Who knew that anyone would be hurt, 
much less killed? Let us all remember that 
Sheriff Samuels did not die a senseless death. 
His job—even the routine duties—all of his du-
ties carried great importance. 

Those questions are the key to what makes 
us call law enforcement officers brave. No one 
knows what will happen when an officer con-
fronts a suspect, whether that confrontation 
occurs at a house in the country or in the mid-
dle of a burglary. Law enforcement officers 
face the unknown. They apprehend suspects, 
for the good of their fellow citizens, despite the 
danger, despite the possibility of being injured, 
or even killed. 

Being killed in the line of duty carries with 
it a certain nobility. But all the nobility and 
honor in the world can’t ease the pain of los-
ing Matt Samuels. His wife, son, and daughter 
are in pain. His community grieves. Rare are 
men like Matt Samuels, and we all feel he was 
taken too soon. 

Congressman TIAHRT and I pray for the 
Samuels family. We pray for Eureka, Kansas, 
and for Greenwood County. We mourn the 
death of Matt Samuels and know he will be 
missed.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, I would 
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-

sissippi, and their contribution to Black History. 
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well 
represented from both a local and national 
perspective. 

Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926, first as ‘‘Negro History 
Week’’ and later as ‘‘Black History Month.’’ In 
fact, black history had barely begun to be 
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in 
America as far back as colonial times, it was 
not until the 20th century that they gained a 
presence in our history books. 

Though scarcely documented in history 
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our 
nation must not be overlooked. 

I would like to recognize Mr. King T. Evans, 
Sr. of Sharkey County in the State of Mis-
sissippi. Mr. Evan has dedicated his life to 
community services as an advocate, member, 
and president of the Sharkey County branch 
of NAACP. During the Civil Rights era, Mr. 
Evans was instrumental in securing the return 
of a high school in the City of Anguilla for 
black students that was originally constructed 
for white students in the community. As a re-
sult of his longevity during the Civil Rights Era, 
Mr. Evans was recognized as a ‘‘Long Dis-
tance Runner’’ by the Mississippi Conference 
of the NAACP. 

Mr. Evans is also known as the co-founder 
of one of the oldest funeral homes in Green-
ville, Mississippi, Edwards & Evans Funeral 
Home (1944). In addition, Mr. Evans recorded 
oral family history and the history of the Mis-
sissippi Delta Region on CD–ROM for the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi along with film-
ing historical pleas and contemporary culture 
of the MS Delta Region to preserve the rich 
history of this area in the 2nd Congressional 
District. 

He has received numerous awards for his 
outstanding contribution to the African Amer-
ican Race-Received ‘‘Outstanding Volunteer 
Award,’’ Service Award, and Appreciation 
Award. For his hard work and dedication to Af-
rican Americans, the City of Greenville has 
honored him with a street being named ‘‘King 
T. Evans Street’’ and the South Delta School 
District has named their resource room the 
‘‘King T. Evans Resource Room’’ in his honor. 
Mr. Evans has been a true trailblazer for the 
African-American community. 

I take great pride in recognizing and paying 
tribute to this outstanding African American of 
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi 
who deserves mention, not only in the month 
of February but year round.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in memory of Joseph Clyde Robin-
son, who recently passed away after a long 
battle with cancer. I am honored to remember 
his great life today. 

Born in Statesboro, Georgia, and settled in 
Beaufort, South Carolina, Joe Robinson was a 
charitable and special member of South Caro-
lina’s Second Congressional District. His life 

was a full one, dedicated to helping, pro-
tecting, and improving the lives of those 
around him. As a Coast Guard veteran, fire-
fighter, church elder, and Boy Scouts leader, 
Joe abided by his personal motto to ‘‘live a life 
of no regrets.’’ 

Described as ‘‘Beaufort County’s best,’’ Joe 
possessed a spirit and purpose which pro-
foundly impacted the lives of those around 
him. At his funeral, the procession of his 
friends who came to celebrate his life and 
mourn his passing stretched a mile long. Joe 
will be greatly missed throughout our commu-
nity. My prayers and condolences are with the 
entire Robinson family.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Gary Plummer, Former Presi-
dent/CEO of the Modesto Chamber of Com-
merce. For the past four years, Mr. Plummer 
dutifully served the business community of 
Modesto, CA. In January 2005, Gary Plummer 
went on to become President/CEO of the 
Greater Springfield (IL) Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Gary Plummer has held numerous executive 
positions with many chambers of commerce. 
Since 1979, Gary has served as CEO of 
chambers of commerce in Shenandoah, Iowa; 
Waterloo, Iowa; Maryville, Missouri; Jefferson 
City, Missouri; and Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

As a chamber executive, Mr. Plummer has 
been involved in a variety of public/private 
partnerships involving governmental affairs, 
education, transportation, tourism and eco-
nomic development. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Gary Plummer for his service 
to the business community of Modesto, CA. I 
invite my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. 
Plummer many years of continued success.
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CONGRATULATING THE ORGANIC 
TRADE ASSOCIATION ON THEIR 
20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on be-
half of myself and Representatives GILCHREST, 
DEFAZIO, FARR, WALSH and our more than 30 
fellow members of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Organic Caucus, to offer our sincere 
congratulations to the Organic Trade Associa-
tion on achieving their 20 year anniversary. 

Formed in 1985 by a handful of individuals 
determined to build a trusted identity for or-
ganic products, this original group blossomed 
into the nearly 1,500 member Organic Trade 
Association today. The Organic Trade Asso-
ciation, North America’s only organization 
dedicated to representing the views of all seg-
ments of the organic industry, has become an 
important source of information about the chal-
lenges and successes of the organic industry 
to the Congressional Organic Caucus and the 
public. 
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